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May 30th 

Hans Koops van 't Jagt  
Discus Hans was born in the Netherlands, and has been involved with Discus since 1977. In 2001, while in Holland he 
became the Dutch distributor of "Stendker" Discus - the largest Discus hatchery in Europe, and for over 40 years has 
been highly respected for their top quality fish. 
 
With his first appearance at the 2003 ACA in Cincinnati, Discus Hans and the Stendker Discus surprised everyone. 
"This quality has not been seen for years in the USA" was one of the remarks. In 2004, Hans moved to the US. and 
along with his wife Joanne, now own one of the biggest Discus facilities in the USA. He has won numerous awards in 
various discus shows, and continues to support Fish Clubs, and the discus hobby. 
 
Discus Hans has made it his goal to promote these high quality German Bred Discus in the United States, and will 
share his experience, knowledge and his love of discus. 
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                Hello all. Last month we had a good talk on collecting native fish and we also had our spring auction that 
was very successful. It was probably our biggest auction in many years with well over 900 items. I would like to thank 
all that came out to join in the auction and a special thanks to all that helped out with working the auction. A very 
special thanks goes out to Jim Davidson for coming out to help get us through when we needed his help the most. 
Most people do not realize just how much work goes into one of these events and how many people it takes to run it 
properly. Anyone who is interested in getting more involved with the club should just tell one of the board members 
and we will be glad to have your help. 
                This month we have Discus Hans coming in to speak on discus. He carries some of the finest discus 
anywhere and is very knowledgeable about all aspects of raising discus. I believe he is bringing in some discus with 
him to sell at the meeting. I hope to see you all at the meeting Friday, May 30th. 
                                        Bill 
 
 ~  There can be no club without its members.  If there is anything that you would like to do for GPASI, just let one of us know. 
We’d be happy to have you as part of the team.  ~ 
 

 

Hemianthus 
callitrichoides 
 
Photo by Efren Leonida 
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By Efren Leonida 
 

Hemianthus callitrichoides is small-leaved stem plant that I have found to be very versatile in 
aquatic layouts.  Originating from Cuba, H. callitrichoides (or HC as it’s commonly referred to on the 
‘Net) is a great carpeting foreground plant.   Other hobbyists say it can also be used by attaching to 
driftwood or rock.   With sloping and shaping of the substrate, it can be used with dramatic effect in an 
Iwagumi layout (a style modeled after Japanese rock gardens).  Due to its size, it is the ‘ultimate’ plant 
for nano tank layouts, but can also be used effectively as part of the foreground in the largest of tanks. 
 Light requirements aren’t too demanding, although it does need at least moderate light.   Care 
should be given to avoid shading by taller plants.  As with all plants, it thrives with carbon 
supplementation (i.e. carbon dioxide, alternatively Seachem’s Excel).  I have grown HC in both ‘high 
tech’ tanks with good nutrient supplementation and carbon dioxide injection, as well as ‘low tech’ soil-
based tanks with no further supplementation.  With higher light and carbon dioxide supplementation, 
growth is more brisk as well as more compact.   In lower light setups, growth is steadier and more 
vertical, although the stems still ‘creep’ over the substrate forming a good carpet.  Personally I find 
both types of growth appealing.  In particular, the slower growth in the ‘low tech’ tanks furthers the 
overall goal of less maintenance in these setups.  
 Planting may be the most difficult part of using this plant in your aquarium.  A pair of tweezers 
helps greatly with the task.  Taking quarter-inch to half-inch sections, gently submerge the plant under 
the substrate.  Then gently pull approximately half of it back out, leaving the other portion still 
submerged.  You will get a feel for it after a few tries.  What can make planting difficult is if you have 
fauna that can disturb the portions before they take root and start spreading.  Shrimp, snails, catfish 
and other ‘rooting’ residents are common culprits, leading to your painstaking work floating to the top 
of your tank.   Waiting two to three weeks before adding the usual suspects to the tank greatly 
decreases this occurrence, and once it has spread well across your substrate, HC will stay rooted 
very well.  Another alternative is to plant HC in a ‘wet’ substrate, cover the tank to keep humidity high, 
and let the plant spread in its emersed form before adding water, fauna and other plants. 
 Trimming can be performed with any scissors, although curved scissors make the task easier.  
If using straight scissors, keep the scissors as horizontal as possible and use small snips.  Once the 
plants grow to one-half to three-fourths inch in size, simply trim the top third to half of the plant.  The 
floating cuttings can be scooped up with a net and the larger portions replanted.  Another alternative is 
to carefully cut out ‘plugs’ from the substrate, or even remove the mat of plants from the tank and 
replant in portions as initially performed. 
 Hemianthus callitrichoides is still quite uncommon in stores.  However, Florida nurseries have 
been growing emersed pots and they should be more accessible soon.  HC is currently a popular 
plant in the hobby and is easily obtained from other hobbyists, including ones in our club.  If you’re 
planning on setting up a planted tank, keep HC in mind for the foreground. 
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In October of 2004 the Potomac Valley Aquarium Society sponsored the first All-Aquarium Catfish 
Convention. This was quite successful, supremely planned, and enormous fun. Attending were some of 
the world’s leading catfish enthusiasts. Names like Ian Fuller (Corydoras World), Ingo Seidel 
(AquaGlobal), Stephan Tanner (Swiss Tropicals), Julian Dignall (Planet Catfish), Shane Linder (Shane’s 
World, Planet Catfish), Lee Finley (Finley Aquatic Books) and so many more. Getting to meet these 
people was quite interesting and a lot of fun. But, the best part of the event for me was when Eric 
Bodrock, who I had recently begun dating, and I were entering an elevator with a few of the 
aforementioned folks. Someone asked me what catfish I had kept. My response: “I have never kept a 
Cory in my life.” Everyone on the elevator found this to be hilarious. I think it was Stephan Tanner or Lee 
Finley, found this to be quite amusing since I was dating one of North America’s top Cory breeders and I 
had never kept one. The look on Eric’s face was priceless.  
 
A short while after that I was given some Corydoras pygmaeus by our own Don Tuttle. Don breeds 
everything with ease (and trout chow). He told me these fish would be easy to breed and a good one to 
begin with. Eric agreed and offered a lot of advice for setting them up for the purpose of spawning.  
Into a bare bottom five gallon tank equipped with a 
sponge filter and a few stray pieces of Java fern they 
went. The pH was 7.0 and the temp pretty steady at 74 
degrees Fahrenheit. Foods included flake, live black 
worms and baby brine shrimp. No other fish were kept 
with them as I was afraid of the Cory eggs becoming 
someone’s snack.  
 
A few months went by and no eggs were found. 
 I thought maybe they were just young fish. There were three males and two females.  I knew if the sex 
ratio was skewed towards more males there would be a greater success in breeding these fish. 
  
Eric suggested I try water changes with cooler temperatures. Sure enough, that was the trick. After one 
water change using quite cool water, the following morning there were about fifty eggs in the tank. They 
were on the sides of the glass and in both the sunken and floating mops. Since the tank was so clean, I 
knew that if the fry were left to find food, they would soon starve. So, I picked the eggs from the tank and 
placed them into a plastic shoebox. I filled the shoebox with about three inches of water from the parents’ 
tank. The eggs were clear, about one millimeter in diameter and took almost one week to hatch. Their 
heads are jet black and they have black bars (more like dots) on their bodies. To me they resemble insect 
larvae.  
 
Being too small for microworms or baby brine shrimp, I began feeding them with APR. The shoebox also 
had a small clump of Java moss for shelter and for the microorganisms housed on it for the fry to eat. 
Growth seemed to be fairly quick. And then bam! No fry in the shoebox. None. Gone. Not even a carcass. 
They just seemed to melt and disappear.  
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After repeating this process for another two spawns, Eric suggested stepping up water changes in the 
shoebox, so I did. Since there was only about one half gallon in the shoebox I was afraid of doing large 
water changes. I would change one cup every other day. Fresh water was used to replace what I had 

removed. Still, the fry would reach close 
to four millimeters and melt. I was about 
to give up until Ian Fuller came to stay 
with us in September of 2007.  Ian was 
kind enough to allow me to pick his 
brain about caring for the fry. And sure 
enough, I was not offering enough food 
and really needed more frequent water 
changes. Shoeboxes may work for 
killifish, but not for growing out Corys.  
Now my pygmaeus eggs are hatched 
out in two and a half gallon tanks. And 
they are well fed, with frequent water 
changes.  
Eric likes to refer to parts of his Cory 
keeping as “the Ian Influence”.  I am 
grateful for Ian’s input for the sake of my 
fish.  Of course, I am going to try my 
hand at keeping and hopefully spawning 
more Corydoras catfish. Thanks for your 
influence on me, Ian! 
                               January 2008 
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(Panagrellus sp.) 
By: Joe Doyle 
Ingredients :  
2 cups Rolled Oats 
2 1/2 cups water 
1/4 teaspoon bakers yeast 
1 small amount of microworm culture 
Several plastic containers 
 
Directions : 
Bring to boil on stove, Rolled oats & water.  Stir & boil for at least 7 minutes to kill molds and fungus in 
oats.  Allow to cool till warm to touch.  Add bakers yeast and stir well.  Pour portions of cooked oats & 
yeast into shallow plastic containers.   
 
Keep lid on for 3 days.  Open lid and check on culture.  Use reflective light to spot masses on surface of 
oats & yeast mixture.  If no worms on side of container, close lid and check in 3 days. 
             
Harvesting microworms consists of slowly rotating a wet Q-tip along the sides of the container, as the 
worms climb out of the oats mixture.  Then shake the worms off the Q-tip in the tank water.  The worms 
are ready for harvest in 4-6 days after the new culture is started. 
 
Keep culture at room temperature.  Culture will peek at 3 weeks then start to diminish in harvest quantity.  
Microworms are smaller than BBS (Baby Brine Shrimp) and are more easily consumed by many different 
classes of first born fry.  Microworms are able to survive submersed in water for up to 12 hours. 
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Name   Total Spawns 
20 

Pointers Targets 1st Time Spawns 
Regina Spotti 6 1 1 1 
Eric Bodrock 4 2 3 
Stan Chechak 3   
Ellen  Bryant 2 1 
Mike Cersosimo 2 1 
Joe Doyle 2 
Steve Okabayashi 2 
Jeff Walker 2 1 
Charles Bialon 1 1 
Wallace Cox 1 1 
Zac Cox 1 
Thomas Due 1 
Scott Graner 1 
Joe Hasenkopf 1 
Leslie Keefer 1 
Max Okabayashi 1 
Ed Redgate 1 
Pete Scaletto 1 

  
2008 Totals 33 4 3 6 

  
2008 Gpasi Novice Breeder Award Standings as of 01/25/08 

Name   Total Spawns 
20 

Pointers Targets 1st Time Spawns 
Stan Chechak 3   
Joe Doyle 2 
Steve Okabayashi 2 
Jeff Walker 2 1 
Zac Cox 1 
Thomas Due 1 
Leslie Keefer 1 
Max Okabayashi 1 

2008 Totals 13 0 1 0 

2008 Gpasi Junior Breeder Award Standings as of 01/25/08 

Name   Total Spawns 
20 

Pointers Targets 1st Time Spawns 
Zac Cox 1 
Max Okabayashi 1 
Gage  Huber 

2008 Totals 2 0 0 0 
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These are neat little peaceful livebearers. Sort of an oddity in the hobby and it puzzles 
me why! With them not being very particular in their needs, I have found that they are 
easy to maintain and breed. I started with an adult pair, which I placed in a twenty gallon 

high tank with a handful of bristle 
nose plecos. With the size of the 
male reaching just one and a 
quarter inches and the female 
pushing two inches in total length, 
the twenty gallon tank proved to be 
more than adequate for them. A 
ten gallon tank would probably 
work just as well if space were an 
issue. 
 Their diet consisted of a wide 
range of flake foods supplemented 
with assorted frozen foods and a 
daily feeding of live baby brine 

shrimp. It didn’t take long for the female to fatten up and drop fry. I’d guess she dropped 
somewhere around a dozen and they could be found hiding amongst the Java Moss 
and Anubias that filled the back of the tank. Within a week, the young ventured out from 
their hiding places and swam freely along side the adults. With weekly water changes 
keeping the pH around 7.0 and temperature maintained around 78°F, the fry grow 
rather quickly with no extra care given to the tank. It seems to be that about every three 
weeks I notice another batch of fry hanging around the sponge filter and darting into the 
plants when spooked. The male is constantly by the side of the female and I have never 
seen any acts of aggression among the pair or the young….that’s peaceful!   
It doesn’t get much easier than that to keep and breed this interesting little livebearer. 
You hear lots of folks make fun of livebearers, calling them feeders and the like, but 
they can be very entertaining and rewarding to have around your fishroom! 
 
Eric Bodrock, January 2008 
  

Update-Tony Leyn  
        As many of you know, Tony was involved in a serious motorcycle accident last summer 
and he spent a lot of time in ICU and rehab.  Today, Tony is living in the country with his wife 
and making great strides in his recovery -- things like walking and breathing that we all take 
for granted.  Great to hear Tony is on his way back and will begin to make ice cream and 
bread, again.  
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Vince Buszko is looking for 40-50 gal breeder tanks and 55 & 75 tanks for sale. Contact Vince at 412-848-
5948.  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Barb Jurich is starting to keep very large tanks and so is phasing out her smaller ones. She has these for sale 
with or without accessories, prices negotiable: a 50-gallon breeder, a 20-gallon long, a 15-gallon, and various 
10-gallon tanks. 412-287-2078 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Walter Roth has plastic bags to sell in 100 count packages. Sizes are 6 x 12”, 8 x 15”, 10 x 20”. He also has a 
large selection of pond plants. Water Hyacinths, Water Lettuce, Lilies, Water Canna, Iris, Tara, and more. 
Also pond Fish & Supplies available. Call Walt at 724-449-9651  
---------------------------------------------------- 
Sharon Serbin designs and creates fish-related art: stained glass mosaic tables and wall hangings; tile 
mosaic floors; and hand-painted T-shirts and other clothes items. E-mail sjserbin@pgh.net or page her at 
(412) 949-3106.  
--------------------------------------------------- 
 
To let other members know about aquarium-related items you’d like to buy, sell, or trade, contact Steve 
Okabayashi at sokabaya@us.ibm.com. Please let me know when you want to delete your ad.  
 

 

�
�
�
�������������	������ !!"�
 
 
American Cichlid Association National Convention 20 08, Atlanta GA 
July 17-20,2008  http://www.aca2008.com 
 
THE GREATER AKRON AQUARIUM SOCIETY Show & Auction,  Tallmadge OH  
August 2-3 2008 http://www.gaas-fish.net/  Bud White (330) 848-3866 - bud@gaas-fish.net 
 
YATFS Show & Auction , Howland,Ohio 
August 16-17,2008  330-716-0889 – Mike Kays 
 
All-Aquarium Catfish Convention - Expedition Amazon  2008  
October 16-19, 2008, Laurel, Maryland  
Andrew Blumhagen - 240-472-4216 - http://www.pvas.com/  
 
YATFS Auction , Lordstown, Ohio 
October 19,2008 330-758-3043 – Tom 
 
THE GREATER AKRON AQUARIUM SOCIETY Fall Auction, Tallmadge OH 
November 2,2008 http://www.gaas-fish.net/  Bud White (330) 848-3866 - bud@gaas-fish.net 
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President: Bill Sensor 724-845-7171 

Vice-President: Don Tuttle 724-327-5163 

Treasurer: Sue Solito 412-571-2418 

Recording Secretary: Marlene Scholze 412-682-2711 

Membership Secretary: Steve Gibbs 412-531-2785 
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Terms Expiring: Jan 2010 

 Steve Kingsley 412-882-8458 

 Bill Shenefelt 724-864-0582 

 Thomas Due 
 
Jeff Walker 
 

412 251 1467 
 
724 845 4612 

 Max Okabayashi Junior Board 
Member 

 Terms Expiring: Jan 2009 

 Jim Davidson 412-781-3938 

 Stacy Gatto 412-798-3520 

 Armand Sichi 724-243-3313 

 Stan Chechak 412-882-0979 

 Steve Okabayashi 412-362-7018 
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AHAP Tim Gross & 
Bill Wells 
 

412-771-6364 
412-833-2569 

BAP Chuck Bialon 412-487-2378 

Auction Joe Krajcovic 412-680-8240 

Junior Program Marlene Scholze 412-682-2711 

FAAS Rep & 
Newsletter Exchange 
 

Armand Sichi 724-243-3313 

Fundraising Mike Solito 412-571-2418 

Library Efren Leonida 724-834-0497 

Newsletter Steve Okabayashi 
& 
Lynn Zombeck 
 

412-362-7018 
 
412-279-2362 

Programs Eric Bodrock 412-655-3994 

Raffle Eric Bodrock 412-655-3994 

Refreshments Judi Kingsley 412-882-8458 

Show Bill Sensor Sr. 724-845-7171 

Web Bill Sensor Jr. 
 

 

Zoo Marlene Scholze 412-682-2711 
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Aquadine  
www.aquadine.com 

Ray “Kingfish” Lucas & Kingfish Services  
www.kingfishservices.net 

Aquarium Pharmaceuticals  
www.aquariumpharm.com 

Jungle Laboratories  
www.junglelabs.com 

AQUEON 
www.aqueonproducts.com 

Marco Rocks  
www.marcorocks.com 

Boyd Enterprises Inc  
Miami FL 

Marine  Enterprises International Inc  
www.meisalt.com 

Danner Mfg. Inc.  
www.dannermfg.com 

Mark Weiss Companies, Inc.  
www.marcweissco.com 

Doctors Foster&Smith  
www.drsfostersmith.com 

Ocean Star International  
www.oceanstarinternational.com 

The Fish Factory  
Mike Schadle 

OmegaSea Ltd.  
www.omegasea.net 

Finley Aquatic Books  
www.finleyaquaticbooks.com 

Python Products  
www.pythonproducts.com 

Florida Aquatic Nurseries  
www.floridaaquatic.com 

Red Sea 
www.redsea.fish.com 

Florida Tropical Fish Farm Assoc  
www.4fishstuff.com 

San Francisco Bay Brand  
www.sfbb.com 

Ginger, Inc.  
www.gingerinc.com 

Seachem Laboratories  
www.seachem.com 

Rolf C. Hagen (USA)  
www.hagen.com 

SpectraPure  
www.spectrapure.com 

Hawkeye International  
www.hawkeyeaquarium.com 

Tropical Fish Hobbyist  
www.tfhmagazine.com 

Danner Mfg. Inc.  
www.dannermfg.com 

Wardley’s  
www.hartz.com 

Hikari Sales  
www.hikariusa.com 

Tropical Fish Hobbyist  
www.tfhmagazine.com 

HBH Enterprises  
www.hbhpet.com 

United Pet Group, Inc -Aquatic Division,  
www.unitedpetgroup.com 

K&A Imports  
www.kandaglobal.com 
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Jay’s Sharpening Service, J.J. Angros  626 Valley Street, Oakmont  (412) 828-0844 
A&B Oddball Petss & Aquarium  262 Joseph St,  Pittsburgh PA 15227 (412) 884-2333 
Bravo Restaurants  4976 McKnight Rd, Pittsburgh, PA  15237 (412) 366-3556 
Elmer's Aquarium & Pet Center  4005 William Penn Highway, Monroeville (412) 372-6535 
In Leafy Shadows Jewelry   inleafyshadows@yahoo.com (412) 263-1638 
Petland   Miracle Mile Shopping Ctr., Monroeville (412) 380-2522 
Seahorse, Inc.  4906 Route 8, Allison Park, PA  15101 (724) 443-2920 
Shene’s Killies  sheneskillies.com (724) 864-0582 
Walt's Water World  4151 Grandview Dr., Gibsonia (724) 449-9651 
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